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* International Chinese Live Art Festival, Manchester and UK

2 - 5 November 2006. Chinese Arts Centre is hosting an international festival in central Manchester to raise awareness of the diverse, exciting and challenging work being made by artists of Chinese descent across the world. This will lead into a year-long programme of residencies and workshops in collaboration with key arts organisations across the UK and culminate in a second, larger festival, conference and a supporting publication in October 2007. If you would like to be updated with information on performances, film screenings and artist talks or would like to book on to forthcoming events contact info@chinese-arts-centre.org
* Whose Theatre? Report on the Sustained Theatre consultation, England
Arts Council England report presents the findings of the Sustained Theatre consultation, (November 2005) and looked at the future infrastructure and development needs of the Black and minority ethnic theatre sector. It makes a number of recommendations to ensure the further development and long-term success of Black and minority ethnic theatre.

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/publications/publication_detail.php?sid=15&id=518&page=2

* Creative Clusters conference, UK

Creative Clusters 2006 takes place at the Sage in Newcastle Gateshead, UK from Monday 6th - Wednesday 8th November, hosted by the TyneWear Partnership.

http://www.creativeclusters.com/
* Music industry careers advice for iPOD generation, UK
Creative & Cultural Skills has teamed up with leading figures in the music industry and the BBC to launch an innovative new series of podcasts. Designed to provide an insight into careers in the industry, they're aimed at young people interested in joining this highly dynamic and fast-moving sector. The podcasts provide a valuable careers resource that's easy to download and listen to. The project has been facilitated by 21CC, the BBC's digital learning centre in London and is part of an ongoing national initiative to provide young people with industry- endorsed information and advice on careers, courses and what it takes to work in the creative industries. The podcasts, which will be available on the Creative & Cultural Skills website (podcast.ccskills.org.uk) will also be linked to i-Tunes, Learn Direct, and on various music industry websites and portals.

Contact: Al Tickell,  020 7089 5866  al.tickell@ccskills.org.uk   www.ccskills.org.uk 

* English National Youth Arts Network launched, England
The ENYAN website - www.enyan.co.uk - is now live, and the network open for free or full (paid) members to subscribe. ENYAN provides an online community for all those currently using or looking to use the arts with young people to create connections, as well as advice, news, jobs, events, training and professional development resources. The ENYAN website offers 2 FREE resources available for download:

1) the new Artsplan Youth Arts Learning Passport an interactive, creative professional development tool

2) Artsplan guidelines for delivering Music Projects with young people
UPSTART, the only youth arts magazine for the UK has now been re-launched as "Upstart online", part of the ENYAN website available to Full Members.
Contact: www.enyan.co.uk   hello@enyan.co.uk.
* Lapidus Scotland Inaugural Conference: Hidden Voices, Scotland
‘Hidden Voices’, STUC, Glasgow, 8-10 Sep 2006. A national conference with a three-day programme of formal presentations, practical workshops, panel discussions, open forums, display stalls, public readings and performances exploring the potential of the literary arts to empower voices from the margins of society. Hidden Voices will provide a platform to highlight the work of Lapidus Scotland in promoting and facilitating creative words for health and wellbeing.

Lapidus welcome writers and artists in other media; health, care and education workers; political activists; and all individuals with a general interest in the literary arts for personal development and the cultural diversity of Scotland today. Lapidus particularly invite community group members involved in activities such as creative writing, storytelling and theatre to take part.  A limited number of bursary places are available. The Lapidus organisation promotes the use of the Literary Arts in personal development. In this context the literary arts include reading & writing, poetry, prose, fiction, autobiography, performance of poetry, drama & storytelling. Membership consists predominantly of medical & health care workers, therapists, teachers, librarians, writers and those with a general interest in the field.

www.lapidus.org.uk/groups/scotland_south.shtml
Kim Stuyck -  hiddenvoices@tiscali.co.uk  0777 257 8204, Liza Greig - 0141 882 1426, Helen Boden - 0131 652 0206
* deciBel Performing Arts Showcase, Birmingham, UK

Monday 3 - Friday 7 September 2007, Birmingham. The deciBel Showcase is an unmissable opportunity to reach a national and international audience of producers, programmers and promoters. The 2007 Showcase features the most dynamic and cutting edge dance, theatre, music, live art, circus, street arts and sited work by artists of African, Asian, Chinese and Caribbean descent, based in England. Regional artist surgeries take place October 2006. They will offer support to interested artists and companies and provide information on how to apply to the showcase.

Contact: www.decibelpas07.co.uk   Sadie at Fierce Earth on 0121 244 8083  sadie@fierceearth.com
* Creative Rural Economy Conference, Lancaster, UK
Creative Rural Economy Conference, Investing in Creative Rural communities, University of Lancaster 11 - 13 Sept.
For rural communities, artists, architects, designers and cultural planners to discuss a range of future creative strategies and new cultural investment in support of rural regeneration and community development. The Government's about to be launched rural regeneration strategy, RDPE 2007 - 2013, (the post-agricultural landscapes and new rural industries) will herald some of the most radical social, environmental and economic changes in rural England since the enclosures of the 17th and 18th centuries. Artists, designers, architects, planners and regeneration experts are now being invited to get involved and play a role in imagining and mapping out the future regeneration of rural economy and the new creative rural industries.
Contact: Littoral Arts, tel/fax +44 (0)1706 827 961, littoral@btopenworld.com

* Setting Up Scheme 0608 (craft and design), Greater Manchester

The Design Initiative is making 8 new placements available on the next round of its Setting Up Scheme which offers rent free studio space and a comprehensive business development programme to contemporary craft-makers, designers, multi-media, new media, eco-designers, photographers and public artists who want to establish their business in Greater Manchester. The Scheme 2006-08 operates across placements in Greater Manchester, Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford, Wigan. Applicants are expected to live in or relocate to any of these areas. Artists are offered a 2 year placement within a Host Organisation, which provides a studio and day-to-day support. The artists receive financial and professional support, including: a rent-free place to make work for 2 years, £500 towards exhibition costs, £1500 towards the cost of an e-commerce web site, specialist equipment loan-free to the value of £2000

Contact: Sally Fort, 0161 834 3722 / sally@designinit.org.uk 

* Catalyst leadership programme, UK

10 cultural managers will receive the opportunity to learn alongside 30 Unilever staff in Unilever's innovative, in-house Leadership Development programme. In this, the second partnership programme between Unilever and the Cultural Leadership Programme, the organisers are looking for 10 people interested and inspired by the current and future challenges of leadership and who are committed to a three month programme of leadership development. Potential participants should ideally be aged between 25-35 (although this age range is not restrictive), from a variety of backgrounds: managing departments (education, development, administration, finance, programmes); leading on significant projects; or running small entrepreneurial enterprises.

The programme will run from 14 September  to 7 December, and take place mainly after work, one evening a week. The sessions will take place in central London and occasionally at Unilever's offices in Kingston and Walton & Crawley. Places are free. Application is a light touch process of C.V and covering letter. The closing date is 5pm, Monday 21 August 2006. Please return applications to info@culturalleadership.org.uk
Contact: Kate Booth  +44 (0)207 973 5542   Kate.Booth@artscouncil.org.uk 

* 14-19 Creative & Media Diploma, UK
A chance to add your views. Specialised Diplomas are part of a fundamental government reform of the curriculum for 14-19 year olds, and will have a significant impact on what young people of all abilities can learn and achieve. Skillset is the lead Sector Skills Council responsible for the development of the Creative and Media Diploma. Working in close partnership with Creative and Cultural Skills and Skillfast-UK, the creative and media industries can have a positive and proactive input into the education of young people. The aim is to develop a credible and valuable alternative to current provision, encouraging aspiration, innovation and creativity within a broad and stimulating learning programme.
http://www.skillset.org/qualifications/diploma/article_5119_1.asp
* Free events for designers and design businesses, UK

Helping Designers to Turn Their Ideas Into Tangible Products. Two free events as part of The Design Festival, aimed at designers and design businesses.

‘Designing A Business’ will focus on how designers can effectively profit from their intellectual property rights by creating a business around their design concept or insight. Tuesday 19 September 2006, 6:00 to 8:00 pm, Drinks and networking: 8:00 to 9:00 pm, The Design Council, 34 Bow Street, London WC2E 7DL

www.own-it.org/events/details/?eventId=170 

‘Turn Your Ideas Into Tangible Products’ will focus on designers who have got a great product and want to get it made for them, but are cautious of their products being manufactured due to copyright and design protection concerns, licensing issues and finding the right type of manufacturer for their products. Thursday 26 September 2006, 6:00 to 8:00 pm, The Patent Office, Harmsworth House, 13-15 Bouverie Street, London EC4Y 8DP

www.own-it.org/events/details/?eventId=168 

Contact: www.own-it.org 
* Essentials of Arts Management, South East England

October 2006 - March 2007, The Point Dance and Art Centre, Eastleigh
All Ways Learning's Essentials of Arts Management is a practical programme for people working in all kinds of arts and cultural organisations and agencies. Ideal for first-time arts managers wanting to cover core management issues or more experienced people wanting to consolidate or refresh knowledge. Spread over 6 months, the course comprises:

 - An introductory day

 - Four two-day modules on Legal Issues, Marketing the Arts, Financial Management and Working with People

 - A review day

 - Two guided study days at one of our learning centres in the region

Contact: www.allwayslearning.org.uk/professional-development/essentials-of-arts-management/   Naomi Trickey 01273 872655   eam@allwayslearning.org.uk
* Research into effective CPD practice (national), UK
The SDSA (School Development Support Agency) has been commissioned by Creative Partnerships, Leicester to carry out a CPD needs assessment. This will help shape forthcoming CPD opportunities available to all schools and creative practitioners in Leicester area. A part of this exercise involves research into effective CPD practice that's taken place nationally. If you are interested in taking part in this research a questionnaire is available from Fiona Clayton, fiona.clayton@sdsa.net 

* Dance training scheme for 13-16 year olds

Laban dance training scheme for 13-16 year olds at the Centre for Advanced Training. This new initiative aims to offer young people with exceptional talent and potential in dance, the opportunity to access high quality dance training. The programme will provide intensive and rigorous dance training taught by a highly experienced team of professional dance teachers and artists in collaboration with Laban’s dance science team. Each participant of the Centre for Advanced Training will have an individual Training Plan devised in consultation with parents/carers and teachers to monitor and support students learning, and ensure a balance is maintained between the demands of school work, dance studies and other areas of their life. The Centre for Advanced Training at Laban will recruit the first group of young people later this year for entry in January 2007. Laban will be holding free open days in September for young people interested in applying for the scheme. There will be a two stage audition process for hopeful applicants in October/November.

Contact: www.laban.org   Jessica Hemming  020 8691 8600   j.hemming@laban.org

* Wales Arts Review, International gathering, Wales

Alun Pugh AM, the Welsh Assembly Government Minister for Culture, Welsh Language and Sport, has invited an independent Review Panel to advise him on the future framework for funding arrangements for the arts in Wales, including the role of the Arts Council of Wales. As part of this undertaking, an international gathering is being held on Friday 29 September 2006 in Swansea at the Dylan Thomas Centre, and speakers from various countries are being invited to attend. The aim of this meeting is to study how different countries manage their funding and, from these discussions, achieve a better understanding of the different approaches. The international meeting is another step in the review process.
The arts community is invited to attend this meeting to provide their views and feedback. Your participation is key in ensuring that the review evolves in an open and inclusive manner. This is also an opportunity to bring the community together to share and discuss funding of the arts in the international context.

Contact: walesartsreview@wales.gsi.gov.uk
* Business support and funding for creative industry companies, Birmingham, UK
Whether you are ... a freelancer/business owner, or run a business in the region and want to re-locate, or if you want to set up in business and test out a new idea and you live/work/willing to find office/workshop space within the SRB6 area of Birmingham, then this support programme will benefit you. The SRB6 Creative Industry Project is being launched on 9th August 2006 at the Nishkam Centre, 19 Soho Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 9BH, 17:30 - 21:00.
If you are outside Birmingham and Solihull, plans are currently being made to introduce Feasibility and Creative Space Funding to the rest of the West Midlands region, so this is an ideal time to get to hear about them.

At the launch event you can book in a time to meet with a Business Advisor on a 1-2-1 basis where you can pick up Application Packs, register for the funding, and discuss your project ideas for feasibility funding, your move into new premises, or your plan to purchase new capital equipment to help your business grow. Funding streams include: Feasibility, Creative Space and Creative Capital Grant
www.creativelaunchpad.co.uk/srb6 or  events@creativelaunchpad.co.uk
To book at time with a Business Advisor/Organisation Representative, call 0121 224 7375, or email s.townsend@creativelaunchpad.co.uk. 
* Public debate launched, UK

At the Smith Institute Arts Lecture (12 July), Peter Hewitt, the Arts Council’s Chief Executive, announced a major public debate and discussion about the role and value of the arts to be launched later this year. In outlining the plan Peter Hewitt said: 'In developing a more confident and challenging vision of what a vibrant, more publicly accountable, 21st century arts ecology could and should look like, the Arts Council itself needs to have the courage to enter into a new relationship with the public, and place public dialogue and engagement and participation at the heart of what we do.
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/pressnews/news_detail.php?rid=0&sid=&browse=recent&id=577

* Audience Data Benchmarking Projects, UK
As part of its programme of work, Audience Data UK ADUK is planning to undertake a series of benchmarking exercises with arts organisations across the UK. These will take place between now and March 2007. If you are interested in your organisation taking part in a project, please visit the ADUK website and complete the form provided:  http://www.aduk.org/news.asp 
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Partners - All Ways Learning www.allwayslearning.org.uk, APD Network www.apd-network.info, Arts Training Wales www.a-t-w.com, ArtsMatrix www.artsmatrix.org.uk, Community Artists www.soundsense.org, Crafts Consortium www.craftscouncil.org.uk, CreativeCapital www.creative-capital.org.uk, Creative Skills www.creativeskills.org.uk, Cumbria Cultural Skills Partnership www.cumbriacsp.co.uk, KSam www.ksam.org.uk, literaturetraining www.literaturetraining.com, nalgao www.nalgao.org, NCSP www.ncsp.co.uk, WorkinDance www.workindance.com, Arts Council England www.artscouncil.org.uk
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